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Upcoming Tournaments—Albuquerque 

Upcoming tournaments 
Senior Affairs 50+ Tournament Manzano Mesa Pickleball Courts is open for registration. 
The tournament is May 19th (singles), May 20th (doubles), May 21st (Mixed 
doubles).  Registration forms are available at abqpickleball.com as well as at the Palo Duro 
Sports and Fitness Center. Cost for all events is $12.  Players must be a member of ABQ 
Senior Affairs. If you are unsure whether you are a current member (hence needing to pay the 
$20 membership fee) call either Palo Duro Sports & Fitness 505-880-2800 or North Domingo 
Baca Sports & Fitness 505-764-6496. This event will be pool play by skill/age.  Ages may be 
combined if necessary. NOTE: if membership is purchased now, it will cover the September 
ABQ Senior Affairs Meet and Greet Tournament as well. 
 
The Aging and Long Term Services Inaugural Doubles Tournament is now open for 
registration.  This tournament is free at Manzano Mesa outdoors on June 24th and 25th 
beginning at 8 AM.  It will be pool play by skill level, and age.  Age groups may be combined if 
not enough entrants are in one pool.  Men's and Women's Doubles is on Saturday and Mixed 
Doubles on Sunday.  It is open to those who live in New Mexico, 18 and older.  For more 
information, go to abqpickleball.com, or to register go to pickleballbrackets.com and scroll to 
the tournament date. 
 
 
Other tournaments with registrations open coming to Manzano Mesa include:   May 6th, 
there is a ladder mixer, skinny singles, and tag team tournament with registration 
at abqpickleball.com to coincide with the Mayor and City Parks and Recreation Directors 
competition with the two players that are trying to set the Guinness Book of Records by playing 
pickleball in 48 states in 25 days or less.  June 1-4:  I am sure you already have the 
information regarding the "Amateur Tournament with the Pros", June 1-4, so I did not 
send the flyer on that one. (Let me know if you need it or more information; it should be 
a big tournament with 4 top pros providing clinics and events). 
 
After these tournaments, but not yet open for registration:   1.  NM Games on August 4th 
through 6th; 2. ABQ Pickleball Club Labor Day Classic (sanctioned) Sep 1-3; 3. Senior Affairs 
Meet and Greet (Sep 22-24), 4. Afterglow Pickleball Tournament (sanctioned) Oct 15-17th at 
the Manzano Mesa Pickleball Courts.  
 

President’s Message 

 

The weather has finally cooperated.  It is wonderful to see so many of you out enjoying open play 
and our full event calendar. I want to remind you that if an event is full, please sign up on the 
waitlist. This is the way the board can see the needs and desires of the members.  We had 8 
people on the waitlist for May’s group lesson, so we went ahead and offered a second session. 
The Friday’s hierarchy has taken off with 46 females participating.  The tournament took a lot of 
work, and we are so thankful for all of you that volunteered.    Without you, it certainly would not 
have been successful.  We doubled our anticipated participation from 60 to 122 players. Our 
referee clinic was a big success, and we are looking forward to pursuing more ref training in the 
future and certification for those interested. I am sorry to have to announce that our wonderful 
Vice President, Wayne Siefert had to resign.  He was a great asset to our board and a special 
thank you goes out to him for all he did during his tenure.  He will be missed.  Gaby Loy has been 
selected by the board to fill the Vice President’s position until elections next year.   

 Announcements 

Drill Volunteers Still Needed 

The Santa Fe Pickleball Club will continue to promote improvement in your game by offering 

drills for each Chile level.  They will be offered once weekly beginning in the middle of March, but 

we need volunteers to help with these sessions.  Although there is officially no charge for the 

drills, a $5 - $10 donation per session is recommended to help offset instructor costs.  Please 

contact the following coordinators if you would like to help with this program. 

Chile 1 - Ron Geyer Rongeyer4@gmail.com  

Chile 2 - Jim Hille JIMHILLESANTAFE@GMAIL.COM  

Chile 3  - Frank Lux FORBESLUX@AOL.COM  

Newbie Clinics 

Do you have friends that want to learn to play?  Sign up for Newbie Clinics on Court Reserve by 

joining the club either as a free member (SFPC Friends) or paid membership.  The next clinic will 

be offered OUTDOORS at Ft. Marcy: 1:00—3:00 Saturday May 13. 

SFPC Merchandise Store 

By Nancy Mroz 

DON’T FORGET THAT OUR ONLINE MERCHANDISE STORE 
UP AND RUNNING! 

 
 
 

Check out the Santa Fe Pickleball Club merchandise offerings 
either by reading the QR code, or visit the Club’s web page at : 
santafepickleballclub.com 

 
 
Also check out the recent 
design for our license plate! 

Food Depot  

The Santa Fe Pickleball Club is continuing its efforts to give back to the community!  

Two or three times a month we are volunteering at the Food Depot. Volunteers to evaluate and 

repack donated food for distribution to people in need.   

Chuck Stein, our treasurer, serves as our coordinator for the Club.  You can sign up on Court 

Reserve by searching under Categories and “Community Outreach”.     

If you have questions, please email Chuck at chuck@chuckstein.com or you can text him at 214-

354-6073.  

Current dates for May are as follows: 

• Tuesday, May 9 from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  1 of 6 spots remaining 

• Friday, May 19 from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  1 of 6 spots remaining 

Coach’s Corner 

Athletic Stance and Your Health 

In pickleball, as in many sports, the athletic stance puts you in an optimal position to move quickly 

in any direction while keeping your eyes on the ball.  Most players tend to set-up for this 

biomechanical position incorrectly. Improper technique associated with the athletic stance, can 

overdevelop the quadricep muscles leaving the hamstring muscles weak leading to hamstring 

injuries as well as knee inflammation and pain. 

The common description for the athletic stance suggests that you widen your stance with knees 

bent, keeping the weight on the balls of your feet with your chest upright. What the description 

does not reinforce is the importance of also engaging your hamstring and gluteus muscles.  These 

powerful muscles, located on the back of your leg, are responsible for driving the hips to execute 

explosive movements like sprinting and jumping. Too many players disengage their glutes and 

hamstrings in the athletic stance, by putting their knees over their toes thus loading their weight on 

the quadriceps. The quadriceps do help the hips move but too much reliance on them severely 

limits the potential force available to a player, resulting in reduced athletic performance. 

To evaluate your athletic stance, try the following exercise at home or in the gym.  Place a chair or 

low bench behind you, focus on driving your hips back as if you are about to sit down. Use a mirror 

to verify that your shoulders are directly over your toes, your chest upright, and knees slightly bent 

with your shins looking close to vertical.   Hold this position an inch or so above the seat until you 

feel fatigue.  If you feel the tension on the backside of your body, namely in your glutes and 

hamstrings, you are in the correct stance. Stay in this stance but now shift your knees forward to 

feel the incorrect stance, you will immediately feel your quadriceps engage. 

To teach your nervous system the difference between the proper and improper biomechanics 
associated with the athletic stance, experiment with a few repetitions of both the correct and 
incorrect technique.  When you are out on the pickleball court and feel pain in your knees stop and 
reset your position by driving your hips back. By correcting your athletic stance, you will not only 
protect your physical health but improve your athletic performance. 

Rule question, during a volley I went to Erne the ball but it 
was out of my reach. I missed the ball with my paddle 
swinging over the net. My partner covered me and we 
ended up winning the point but the other team said since I 
swung during the Erne it was a fault on me. I know you can 
swing and miss during normal play and recover but wasn’t 
sure if there are different rules during an Erne? 

 
 

The fault is correct! Here’s why… 
Rule 11.I. Plane of the Net. Crossing the plane of the net prior to striking the ball is a fault. In this 
case, the player missed the ball, but his paddle crossed the net! 
 

After striking the ball, a player or anything the player is/was wearing or carrying may cross the 
plane of the net. The player may not touch any part of the net system, the opponent’s court, or the 
opponent while the ball is still in play. 
So if you swing and miss and break the plane of the net, it is a fault.  
 
[Editor’s note: This can only be enforced by the referee for your match. If there is no referee, then 
your ethics gets to call it. If you know you swung, missed, and crossed the plane, take the fault.] 

By Annie Maes 

The Plane of the Net 

Rules & Regs 

Tina & Jim Hille 

 Meet the Members 

I am fortunate to write about two of my favorite 
people this month - Tina and Jim Hille.  I am 
always excited to pull up to the courts at Fort 
Marcy and see one or both of them 
energetically playing, always ready with a 
friendly greeting.  Here is bit of a deeper dive 
into the Hilles. 
 
Jim and Tina were both raised in Lincoln, 
Nebraska and that is where they raised their 
family - son Tyler and daughter Christi.  Their 
‘story’ together, celebrating 50 years of 
marriage this year, started way back in ninth 
grade when Jim admired Tina from afar.   
Though they went to different high schools, 
they started dating in their senior year and the 
rest is history, as they say. 
 
Their son Tyler lives in Albuquerque with his 

wife Laura, and daughter Christi lives in Los Angeles.  With the birth of Tyler and Laura’s daughter 
last week, Tina and Jim are new grandparents! 
 
Both studied education at the University of Nebraska.  Tina’s career remained in education - 27 
years of teaching elementary education followed by teaching at her alma mater as an adjunct and 
assistant professor. Jim became an architect, eventually owning his own firm with other partners.  
Upon leaving his practice at age 53, Jim began volunteering with a new non-profit in Guatemala, 
Constru Casa, with a mission to help sustain families living in acute poverty.  He soon started a 
non-profit here in the States with the sole purpose of supporting Constru Casa. 
 
This venture eventually resulted in a move to Antigua, Guatemala for two years.  Constu Casa and 
its incredible mission kept visitors streaming to the Hilles’ home to lend a helping hand - whether it 
was friends, relatives or groups including fraternities.  As of today, Constru Casa has built over 
1600 homes, as well as 100 schools and community buildings!  Fellow pickleball member, Wayne 
Siefert, was lucky enough to travel with Jim on a recent trip to experience the people of Guatemala 
and witness the incredible life-changing results of Constru Casa. 
 
Eventually, the Hilles settled in Santa Fe where they take full advantage of the incredibly hiking 
and other outdoor activities.  Luna, their dog, is treated to a hike almost every day on trails 
including Big Tesuque and Rio Medio.  Tina also keeps busy with jazzercise classes, modern 
dance class and delivering for Kitchen Angels.  Jim is a talented artist and creates incredible pastel 
drawings, oil paintings and is always experimenting in other mediums.  Both are avid readers - 
Tina’s southwest favorites are “Ladies of the Canyon” and “Blood and Thunder”; Jim prefers non-
fiction and enjoys “Who is Man” by Heschel (yup - he is a deep thinker!) 
 
Pickleball started to ‘creep’ into their tennis routine in early 2020.  After a knee replacement, Jim 
switched completely over to pickleball and Tina joined him exclusively on the pickleball, versus 
tennis, court.  Now, they both play at least 3 times per week at Fort Marcy.  Jim has been actively 
involved securing sponsorships for the court expansion project and he personally hung the court 
signs. 
 
So, next time you’re at Fort Marcy, be sure to say HI to Tina (she’ll be wearing some incredible 
stylish tights) and Jim (he’ll be holding his paddle in the wrong hand).  They are both examples of 
what makes our Santa Fe Pickleball Club so vibrant and enjoyable! See you all on the courts soon. 

Results 

Dinko de Mayo 

 President’s Message 

Ball Sale 

The club will be selling balls again in May.  Date TBA.  The club will match dollar for dollar all 

money earned from selling balls so we can keep balls in the holders all summer long.  If you 

choose to buy balls, you can keep them for your personal use or write your initials and donate 

them, placing them in the tubes for all to use.  The price for the Franklin X-40 balls will be: 1 for $4, 

3 for $10, or 8 for $20.  Exact change is appreciated.  

 

 Community Outreach 

 

 

 

 

The Santa Fe Pickleball Club is honored to recognize the following businesses who have 

given so generously as Adopt-a-Court Co-Sponsors. 

 Business Adopt-a-court Donors 

WATSON ADVISORY SERVICES, LLC 

 Fund Raising 

Cesar Chavez Elementary School Pickleball Club 

Cesar Chavez Elementary School now has a pickleball club, run by Ron Romero, a teacher at the 
school.  But volunteers are needed for after-school help with the kids.  The club meets every 
Tuesday from 3:30 to 4:30 pm. Sign up on Court Reserve. Next date — May 16. 

Ron will be there each week. If you have any questions, you can contact him at 
ronrom77@yahoo.com 

Have fun with the kids 

Player Hierarchy 

The Friday hierarchy got off to a great start for the women with the men starting to catch up. What 
is the hierarchy? You are closely matched to folks about your same level. Players are grouped into 
4s.  Group 1 is the best group with players ranking 1 - 4 in Santa Fe’s Hierarchy.  Each time you 
sign up (on Court Reserve), you play 3 games to 15; alternating partners each game. Your total 
score counts with the maximum points being 45 for the day (if 5 in the group, you will play four 
games to 11- max of 44 points).  At the end of the three games, players are ranked 1—4 in their 
group.  It’s fun and we hope to have more players involved. If you’re first, you move up a group 
and if you’re fourth, you move down a group. You don’t have to sign up each week, but your 
ranking will probably go down if you don’t play.  As your game improves, we would expect your 
ranking to improve.  You must sign up no later than Tuesday for that week’s hierarchy.   The 
Women have 32 players now /Men upwards of 24.  Ranking results will be posted on the website.  

Our second week’s hierarchy group winners are listed here.  

 

  Men Women 

Group 1 (1
st
 in Santa Fe’s Hierarchy) Joel Karr Nancy Germond 

Group 2 Bruce Panowski Nic Blouin 

Group 3 Cedric Page Marilyn Durkee 

Group 4 Lester Borenstein Karin Delgadillo 

Group 5 Richard Eikelenboom Suzanne Warwick 

Group 6 - Pam Burnham 

By Nancy Germond 

 

Christine Wantuck (Certified Coach PPR) 

Singles 

Men 

 4.5 & Over 

  Gold  Warren Fulgenzi 

  Silver Marcus Best 

  Bronze Scott Stevens 

 3.5 & Under 

  Gold  Jae Hoon Lim 

  Silver Michael Hill 

  Bronze  Timothy Schoeny 

 3.0 & Under 

  Gold  Eddy Frederick 

  Silver Derek Sheahan 

  Bronze Lem O’Neal 

Women 

 3.5 & Under 

  Gold  Michelle Bustamante  

  Silver Romela Carman 

  Bronze Annie Maes 

 3.0 & Under 

  Gold  Li Doyle 

  Silver Rita Brake 

  Bronze Jennifer Young 

 

 

 

 

Doubles 

Men 

 4.5 & Over 

  Gold  Warren Fulgenzi Sr. 

    Warren Fulgenzi  

  Silver Dave Solomon 

    Adam Kraft 

  Bronze Arturo Loy 

    Michael Nava 

 4.0 & Under 

  Gold  Donald Torrez 

    Scott Stevens  

  Silver Jae Hoom Lim 

    Timothy Schoeny 

  Bronze Allan Benitez 

    Adam Wasserman 

 3.5 & Under 

  Gold  David Esquibel 

    Daniel Guevara 

  Silver Jeff King 

    John Cunningham  

  Bronze  Marc Stess 

    John Shoemaker  

 3.0 & Under 

  Gold  Derek Sheahan 

    Zachary Scheinbaum 

  Silver Allan Bird 

    John Crant  

  Bronze Bob Alei 

    Karl Zuercher  

Women 

 4.0 & Under 

  Gold  Jeaney Garcia  

    Sharon Chang  

  Silver Cindy Lawton 

    Kim Mancuso  

  Bronze Lawanna Quist 

    Michelle Bustamante

  

 3.5 & Under 

  Gold  Kimberly Allen 

    Linda Shafer  

  Silver Gabrielita Loy 

    Amy Alford  

  Bronze Li Doyle 

    Jane Esco  

 3.0 & Under 

  Gold  Sara McIntyre 

    Lisa Bass 

  Silver Rose Damianov 

    Cristina Olds  

  Bronze Krista Diblasi 

    Jennifer Young  

Mixed 

 4.5 & Over 

  Gold  Sharon Chang  

    Arturo Loy 

  Silver Jeaney Garcia 

    Jeremy Dyche  

  Bronze Stacy Blish 

    Eric Engelsgjerd  

 4.0 & Under 

  Gold  Kim Mancuso 

    Allan Benitez 

  Silver Traci Rehn 

    Timothy Schoeny  

  Bronze Cindy Lawton 

    Jae Hoom Lim 

 3.5 & Under 

  Gold  Nancy Germond 

    Kirt Kempter 

  Silver Kimberly Allen 

    Michael Hill  

  Bronze Romela Carman 

    Rick Givler   

 3.0 & Under 

  Gold  Karlyn Langjahr 

    Derek Sheahan 

  Silver Kyky Knowles 

    Rob Gabaldon  

  Bronze Sara McIntyre 

    Allan Bird  
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After Party 
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