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Have you got something you’d like to share with the group either about pickleball or 
yourself?  Would you like to contribute an article to the Newsletter or just submit 
some ideas?  Contact Nancy Mroz at 505-660-4600 or nancymroz@gmail.com 

Pickleball Social 

Want to contribute to the newsletter? 

Welcome to all our new members.  Each month the club is offering a “newbie clinic” and it is 
always full. Thank you, Faith, for organizing and to all the volunteers to make this a successful 
event.   This is always well received by all those that participate.  
A special thanks to Eric Ebersole for bringing the pickleball poker idea to me.  It was a blast (read 
below). Have a good idea for an event?.  Please suggest ideas to any of our board members.   
Enjoy  
Cindy  

August’s Pickleball Social has yet to be determined, but we will let you know! 

Cindy Lawton—President 

Wayne Siefert—Vice-President 

Sandy Arrighi—Secretary 

Chuck Stein—Treasurer 

Gaby Loy—Member-at-large (Ambassador, Membership) 

Bruce Panowski—Member-at-large (Publisher) 

Nancy Mroz—Member-at-large (Contributing Editor) 

Dr. Mike Jackson—Member-at-large (Jack-of-all-trades) 

Fund Raising Update 

By Christine Wantuck  Certified Coach PPR  

My partner was behind the NVZ and reached low to volley a ball. 
During her swing and after she hit the ball, her paddle guard 
scraped the NVZ line. Is this a fault? 

Indeed it is!  
Section 9 — Non Volley Zone Rules 

9.B.2:  If the paddle touches the NVZ during the volley motion, 
before or after contacting the ball, it is a fault. 

By Annie Maes 

Food Depot Community Outreach 

The Santa Fe Pickleball Club is continuing its efforts to give back to the community!  

Several times a month we are volunteering at the Food Depot. Volunteers evaluate and 

repack donated food for distribution to people in need.  Chuck Stein, our treasurer, 

serves as our coordinator for the Club.  You can sign up on Court Reserve by searching 

under Categories and “Community Outreach”.    If you have questions, please email 

Chuck at chuck@chuckstein.com or you can text him at 214-354-6073.  

Current month dates are as follows: 

•  Monday, August 8 morning (9:00 to 11:30) (4 spots still open) 

•   Wednesday, August 31 afternoon (1:30 to 4:00) (Full) 

Jim Hille 

When we began our fundraising campaign and our club website was launched, we had over 200 
SFPC members...we now have over 425!  What does that say about the importance of expanding 
our Fort Marcy complex to twelve courts???!!!  Thank you to all contributors for your great 
support...but we have much left to do!  Thank you Colleen Hodges and Amy Alford for offering to 
help our committee reach out to businesses for court sponsorship!  This is a CLUB effort! ...CAN 
YOU HELP US?  

THANK YOU DONORS AND THOSE MAKING THE COMMITMENT! 

ADOPT-A-COURT CO-SPONSORS ($5000 or 
more) 

Mary Alei & Donnie Torres 

Lawton/Bernard Family 

Kaitlin Berry & Quentin Carnicelli 
Jim & Tina Hille 

Jackson Family 

Marilyn Durkee 

Susan Kirst Millspaugh 

Anonymous Donor 
 

 

BANGERS ($2500 to $4999) 

Aleta Pippin & Bennie Wallace 

Sharon Beaupre 

Denise Hurtado & David Brenner 
Anonymous Donor 

 

DINKERS ($1000 to $2499) 

Frank & Kim Mancuso 

Eugene & Nancy Mroz 

Julie Bugg & Mark McDaniel 
Owen Perillo & Catherine Leon 

Adam & Gale Wasserman 

Abel Vasquez 

Deborah Rethemeyer & Patricia Locke 

J FederickArt.com 

Christine & Paul Wantuck 

Jeff & Anne Webber 
Harvey Pitterman 

PLAYERS (Up to $999) 

Steve and Kelly Myers 

Sara McIntyre 

Paul and Jill Cook 

Gaby Munoz 

Willie Bahn and Janna Tucker 
Gerald Becker  
Mark Reynolds  
Zane Fischer 
Michael Barnard 

William Gregg 

Kirtlye Spear 
Fred Knight 
Bruce Panowski 
Matt Surprise 

Roslyn Gomez 

Tim Kirkpatrick 

Eslee Kessler 
Betty Johnson 

Sarah Bennett 
Danny Robinson 

Judy Sanderson 

Suzanne Warwick 

Amy Alford 

Hu and Susan Hamilton 

John Crowley 

Ruth Getz Koval 
Steve and Lynn Mendes 

Frank Lux 

Cynthia Daniels 

Chris Chakeres 

Colleen Hodges 

Martha Applegate 

Meleah Artley 

Frame Family Foundation 

Daniel Guevara 

Maria Lynch 

James Johnson 

Allan Bird 

Jeffery McKinley 

Wendy Henry 

Lisa Young 

Susan Barnett 
Bill Arrighi 
David &Beverly Martin 

Andie Crosby 

Anonymous Donor 
Anonymous Donor 
 

In lieu of a coaching piece, Christine thought this recent article in The New Yorker entitled “Can 
Pickleball Save America?” would be of interest to the membership. 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/07/25/can-pickleball-save-america  

From the President 

 Messages 

The Board had a meeting on July 14 with many topics discussed.  The meeting minutes can be 
found on the website. The topics covered were the following: 
1. Court Reserve 

-membership 

-ratings 

2. Newsletter - advertisements  
3. Club apparel and court signage  
4. Finance Recreation Grant  
5. Update city  
6. Pickleball Poker/ Social afterwards  
7. Leagues  
8.   Fundraising committee  
9.   Arizona State University research study 

 

Pickleball Poker 
On Sunday July 17th, SFPC hosted its first Pickleball Poker Event to have some fun and raise 
money for our Court Expansion project at Ft Marcy.  It was a hit with all participants, and raised 
over $3000.  We were able to get a variety of donations from companies such as Takeya, 

Selkirk and Paddletek along with a $1000 gift certificate to 
pickleballtrips.com and $350 from straightaway travel, which has many 
pickleball trips as well.   
 

The event was sold out with 48 players on the roster.  Each player 
collected a total of seven cards, one after each game, attempting to make 
the perfect poker hand.  Cindy Geyer won first place with 4 sixes and 
Kathy Levine came in second with 4 fives.  They bested several full house 

hands. 
 

 

A fifty/fifty raffle was held as well.  Zane Fischer, who had bought $100 worth 
of tickets, won both the cash prize of $510 and a $1000 gift certificate to an 
elite pickleball camp!  Zane very generously turned around and donated the 
cash back to the SFPC for the court expansion project. 
 

A special thanks to Alex Vidal and Diane Reynolds for 
volunteering for the day and all those that helped set up and 

clean up. 
 

A pickleball social at Santa Fe Brewing Company followed the friendly 
competition where we surprised Cindy Lawton with a birthday celebration. 
 

 

What an amazing community we have at SFPC! 
 

Arizona State University - Research Study   
A faculty member of Arizona State University approached the SFPC club to participate in a 
pickleball study. The Board approved our participation. Presently, the study guidelines are being 
reviewed by the ASU Internal Review Board (IRB). Once approved, you will see a link to the 
study. We hope most of you will consider participating.  The link will be emailed to you as well as 
posted on our member portal and website.  This study is completely anonymous and none of 
your personal information will be shared.  The author is hoping to publish the results in two 
different locations: one of the top 5 pickleball magazines as well as a peer review journal.   
 

New Mexico Regional Recreation Centers Quality of Life Grant 
One of our members, Owen Perillo, forwarded a special state grant application to a Board 
member.  This was fantastic and we were able to sign up for the zoom meetings regarding the 
grant.  Two of our Board members (Cindy and Wayne) along with Linda Shafer (grant writer) 
spent time working on the grant, which provides funding by the state for recreational facilities.  
We compiled a lot of information and sent it to the city.  The city was very appreciative of the 
information we provided them and is moving forward in submitting the court expansion project 
for this recreational facility grant. The grant will be awarded by the end of August.  Once again, a 
special thanks to Owen for making us aware of this grant. 
 

Court Reserve – A powerful online tool to know what's going on in the SFPC! 
It is good to see that so many of our members are using Court Reserve on a regular basis.  For 
those of you who are still somewhat confused about Court Reserve, it is the SFPC’s online court 
reservation booking system. The Court Reserve Calendar of Events lists all the events/activities 
at the Ft. Marcy Courts:  club restricted events as well as the public open play times.  
We are asking all members to take a few moments to review and update their personal 
information in Court Reserve.  Inasmuch as the Board often receives emails in regards to 
difficulty in registering for an event, be sure to check to see if you have declared your level of 
play.  If it is blank, you will not be able to register for an event.  To understand ratings, look at 
the top and click on "Pickleball Level Ratings". Select the level that best meets your present skill 
set.  Next, go to the far right and you will see your name. Hover over the arrow and the first item 
in the list is "Personal Information".  Click on personal information and then go part way down 
until you see the Rating section.  Select your rating and then go to the bottom and click 
save.    If you are still having trouble registering, please feel free to email us at 
sfepickleball@gmail.com  .  Also consider volunteering for at least 1 club 
committee.  Volunteering is a great way to get involved and increase your social enjoyment in 
the club. Here is a direct link to Court Reserve where you can update your personal 
profile. Santa Fe Pickleball Club | powered by CourtReserve . 

From the Board 

Interview by Nancy Germond 

1.  NM Games August 19-21 at Manzano Mesa: Information at pickleballtournaments.com 
and abqpickleball.com . This tournament will have an under-19 division for the youngsters. 
Singles, Doubles and Mixed. Pool play by skill/age.  
 

2. Albuquerque Senior Affairs Meet and Greet September 16-18. This tournament will be 
for ages 16 and up, pool play by skill/age. Registration will open in June.  Information at 
pickleballtournaments.com  

3. New Mexico Open  September 23-25, 2022.  Player registration is now open with a $15K 
amateur prize purse!  Competition will again be held at the Manzano Mesa Courts in 
Albuquerque.  For registration and additional information, visit pickleballtournaments.com  
 

 

 

 Other training opportunities / clinics 

While Santa Fe is not Albuquerque, and Ft. Marcy is not Manzano Mesa in either size or numbers, 
we might do well to heed the following warning the Albuquerque Pickleball Club has issued to its 
members: 

IMPORTANT NOTE: There have been several day-time vehicle break-ins at Manzano Mesa 
Pickleball Courts.  Remember to take ALL your valuables out of the car when you play 
pickleball   Do not be a victim.  

Safety Caution 

Upcoming Pickleball Activities 

Leagues for Santa Fe Pickleball Club members are starting. We will have four different leagues 
this fall.  You MUST sign up with a partner.  Teams can be any gender combination (mixed, two 
men, or two women).  We need a minimum of 8 teams in each division and there will be a 
maximum of 12 teams.   
The four leagues: 

Beginner 2/Intermediate 1 

Intermediate 2 

Intermediate 3 

Advanced 

How it will work.  You will be given a grid of all your matches, which must be completed by the 
first week of November. The team listed first will need to contact the other team to set up the 
match.  This allows a lot of flexibility.  Each team will set up their matches so there is not a 
restriction on time or days. This allows for those who are working to participate.  You could even 
come in the mornings during open play, but you would just have to rotate in/out if the courts are 
full after each game you play.  
Time Frame: The league runs approximately 8 weeks. The grids will be sent out no later than 
August 20th.  All games must be completed by the first week of November. Out of town for a week 
or two?  No problem, just play matches before or after you come back. The league party and 
league winners will be announced mid-November.  
Cost: The cost to each player is $25. All money received goes directly to the court expansion 
project. Each player will pay on Court Reserve no later than August 20th.  
Matches/Scoring:  Each match consists of 3 games (not 2 out of 3); play to 11; win by one. Each 
win (11) = 2 team points; score 6 -10 = 1 team point; score 0-5 = 0 team points. Both teams could 
come out of a match with 4 points each.  One team wins two of the games thus 4 points, and the 
other team wins 1 game (2 points) and scores at least 6 in the other two games (1 point each 
game) thus this team also gets 4 points.   
Signing Up: Each of the four leagues has a coordinator.  The four coordinators are the following: 

Advanced:  Linda Shafer:  Ljshafer@Q.com  
Intermediate 3:  Nancy Mroz:  Nancymroz@gmail.com 

Intermediate 2:  Chuck Stein: chuck@chuckstein.com 

Intermediate 1/Beginner 2:  Cindy Lawton: clawts@gmail.com 

If you are interested in playing in the league, sign up by emailing the coordinator for your level.  
Send them the names of you and your partner, both of your phone numbers, and your emails.  
The deadline for signing up is August 15th.  The coordinators are not necessarily playing in the 
league they are coordinating. (i.e., Cindy will not be playing Beginner 2/Intermediate 1).  
Information:  Once we know that your league will form (coordinator has the minimum requirement 
of 8 teams), they will contact the players and payment will be set up on Court Reserve.  The 
coordinators will send out your grid. Play can begin once all the teams have paid. The 
coordinators will send out your team standings periodically.   
Further questions: Contact Cindy Lawton – League Director 

Individual Donors 

 

 

WATSON ADVISORY SERVICES, LLC  
 

In addition to the amazing generosity of those above, we, the Santa Fe Pickleball Club, are 
honored to recognize the following businesses who have given so generously as Adopt-a-

Court Co-Sponsors. 

 Business Adopt-a-court Donors 

Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser 

 

Nancy Mroz and I had the pleasure of chatting with Gail 
Brown recently to learn more about this distinguished Santa 
Fe Pickleball Club member.  In addition to a lovely 
discussion, we also were able to find some interesting facts 
via Google. 
 

Gail has been an athlete her entire life and her athletic 
endeavors span more than 70 years from high school to 
Senior Games age group competition.  Her sports include 
baseball, golf, college basketball, table tennis, tennis and 
even marbles.  In fact, her first competitive triumph was 
winning a marbles tournament in the sixth grade, where she 
beat 52 boys, including her older brother.  Gail played on the 
All-American Girl’s Baseball League that was made famous 
in the film, “A League of Their Own.”  As a 12-year-old she 
played on the weekend with older girls in their late teens and 
20’s. 
 

Later, at the West Chester State Teachers College, Gail 
served as co-caption of the basketball squad in 1959. She 
was selected to an all-star team that played in an exhibition 
contest prior to an NBA game featuring the Philadelphia 
Warriors. 
 

Following her collegiate years, Gail began a career coaching a variety of sports.  When not a 
coach, Gail was honing her skills on the golf course.  True to form, she was the Delaware State 
Amateur Champion twice and won back-to-back State Senior Championships in 1989 and 1990. 
 

Her first medal-winning performance at the Senior Games came at the 1995 National Senior 
Games winning a bronze medal playing golf in the 55-59 age group.  Between 1995-2013, she 
won 8 medals including 4 gold, 1 silver and 3 bronze medals in four age groups.  
  
At the age of 70, Gail discovered pickleball while living in Sebring, Florida.  Like many of us, she 
describes finding pickleball like discovering GOLD and guess what, she then WON a gold medal 
representing Florida at the National Senior Games in the 75-79 age group mixed doubles and 
also a silver in women’s doubles.  In the Senior Games of 2013, 2015, 2019 and 2022, Gail and 
her playing partner Jean Kier won 2 gold and a silver medal, establishing themselves as a  
formidable pair on the national level.  As Gail says “We might be old but we’re still good!” 
 

Gail has played pickleball in just about every state.  Her spouse, Diane Reynolds, contacted 
various state ambassadors to let them know they were coming and ready to play.  A favorite 
memory is playing in a driveway court set-up in Kentucky.  Another memorable group was in 
Little Rock, Arkansas, where after some great play, the 12 players all joined hands and the group 
prayed for their safe travels.  In Bend, she and Diane won the tournament AND a plaque 
rewarding them with traveling the farthest. 
 

Gail and Diane have spent the summer months in Santa Fe for the last 10 years.  At the end of 
September, Gail will be heading to the east coast to meet with friends from the West Chester 
State Teacher’s college.  Since graduating in 1959, many have met every year (except 2021 due 
to Covid).  This year they’ll be catching up on the year’s pre-Title IX, and I’m sure there will be 
many athletic stories shared.  
 

Both Gail and Diane have contributed so much to our pickleball community in Santa Fe.  They 
both share their expertise, time and hearts with us generously.  Give a shout out to Gail & Diane 
next time you are on the courts! 

Reminder:  Membership and Donations to the club can easily be done on our website at:   

santafepickleballclub.com 

Pickleball Poker! 

 Caught on the Courts 

Fall Leagues 

 Announcements 

 

 Coach’s Corner 

 

Rules & Regs 

Gail Brown 

 Meet the Members 

 We need more to register! This is a Fun Pickleball Day! Sanchez Tacos 
will be there too!  
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