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What a year!  The club grew exponentially again with membership growing from approximately 
400 last year to now over 700 members.  We taught over 150 people how to play in our once-a-
month newbie clinic led by Faith Spencer. A special thanks to all of you who volunteered for this 
event. Many people stepped up to run drill sessions and teach group lessons.  The club tried 
several different playing opportunities this past year with some successful and others not.  Please 
feel free to write or speak with the playing opportunities/ events committee (Gaby, Cindy or Nic) to 
provide positive or negative feedback regarding the calendar   What you liked, disliked or desires 
for next year.  The round robins seemed to be the most popular again this year. The Fort Marcy 
court expansion project is on the way and is now in the design phase.  Completion of the courts is 
slated for FY2024 (city fiscal year runs June 24 to May 25).   Five new courts were completed at 
Romero Park.  The youth programs have taken off under the strong leadership of Nancy Mroz 
and so many of our great volunteers.  We had our first Dinko de Mayo tournament and brought 
back the pickleball poker, raising over $1500 for a local charity.  The food depot volunteer 
program is a continual success.  We are fiscally sound.  So many accomplishments that I can’t list 
them all, but I truly want to thank all of you for your countless hours of volunteering for so many 
activities.   A special thank you to this hard-working board who has put in countless hours to lead 
this club.  We receive so many compliments regarding our outstanding welcoming to visitors and 
new players, the club organization, and our accomplishments. I can’t thank all of you enough for 
making this club what it is today.  
Cindy 

 Announcements 

SFPC Merchandise Store 

By Nancy Mroz 

 
The Santa Fe Pickleball Club merchandise offerings can be viewed either by scanning the 
QR code, or visit the Club’s web page at :  santafepickleballclub.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Food Depot  

The Santa Fe Pickleball Club is continuing its efforts to give back to the community!  

Two or three times a month we are volunteering at the Food Depot. Volunteers evaluate and 
repack donated food for distribution to people in need.   

Chuck Stein, our treasurer, serves as our coordinator for the Club.  You can sign up on Court 
Reserve by searching under Categories and “Community Outreach”.     

If you have questions, please email Chuck at chuck@chuckstein.com or you can text him at 214-
354-6073.  

Current dates for December are as follows: 

• Tuesday December 5, from 9:00am to 11:30am 
• Thursday December 14, from 9:00am to 11:30am 

This actually happened recently during a match: 
Partner A is at the NVZ line and volleys a ball across the net. 
At the same time A’s partner is rushing to hit the same volley 
and collides with Partner A. A’s partner is touching the NVZ 
line, but never touches the ball. The Referee calls Fault on A’s 
partner! 
Why??!!  It’s a fault because...  

Rule 9.C. 
During the act of volleying, it is a fault if the volleying player’s momentum causes the player to 
contact anything that is touching the non-volley zone, including the player’s partner. 
Both players touched in the process of volleying. One was on the NVZ.  
Good communication would have avoided this, “I got it” or “Yours” and give your partner space!  

By Annie Maes 

 

Rules & Regs 

 President’s Message 

 

 Community Outreach 

 

 

 

The Santa Fe Pickleball Club is honored to recognize the following 
businesses that have given so generously as Adopt-a-Court Co-
Sponsors. 

 business adopt-a-court donors 

WATSON ADVISORY SERVICES, LLC 

 Fund Raising 

Player Hierarchy 

The Hierarchies were played from April to November 2023 on Fridays. The women had about 
75 participants this year, some playing frequently and some only once. The men had 
approximately 60 participants.   Please contact Nic Blouin if you are interested in seeing the 
hierarchy on the calendar next year or any changes you may want to discuss.  We are 
considering eliminating anyone from the list if they do not participate for 3 times in a row and 
did not contact us asking to be frozen due to vacations, trip, etc.  The final standings for those 
that were still on the active player list in November are:   
      Womens Hiearachy Rating    Mens Hierarchy Rating 

 

1 Gaby Loy 
1 Adam Wasserman 

2 
Sara McIntyre 

2 Jae Hoon Lim 
3 Amy Alford 

3 Frank McDonald 
4 Jane Esco 

4 Kirt Kempter 
5 Cindy Lawton 

5 Lester Borenstein 
6 Susha Pratt 

6 Tom Blake 
7 Annie Maes 

7 Jeff King 
8 Eslee Kessler 

8 Daniel Guevara 
9 Renee Martinez 

9 Daniel Reid 
10 Cat Freemire 

10 David Esquibel 
11 Cheryl Maloney 

11 Bruce Panowski 
12 Kay van Oort 

12 Joe Marzocco 
13 Jennifer Stevens 

13 Chris Hummer 
14 Teresa Levine 

14 Scott Berhost 
15 Suzanne Warwick 

15 Steven Koch 
16 Cathi Drinkard 

16 Ken Jaynes 
17 Kathy Van Essen 

17 Jack Swonson 
18 Sharon Beaupre 

18 John Finnick 
19 Karlyn Langjahr 

19 Daniel E. Bujanda 
20 Li Doyle 

20 Timothy Miller 
21 Karin Delgadillo 

21 Cedric Page 
22 Christine Mchugh 

22 Allan Bird 
23 

Denise McDonald 
23 

Matthew Maloney 
24 Gayle Torrez 

24 Marty Esquivel 
25 Sandra Massengill 

25 Jeff Levine 
26 Jodi Hummer 

26 Don Duncan 
27 Jen Olson 

27 Craig Jack 
28 Marcy Branham 

28 Rich Malley 
29 Jackie Rasso 

29 Mike Jackson 
30 Loretta Stofocik 

30 John Crant 
31 Connie Pierett 

31 Scott Reeves 
32 Jennifer  Young 

32 Bennie Wallace 
33 Maria Lynch 

33 Marcom Herren 
34 Kellie Evans 

34 Donald Schmit 
35 Christine Biree 

35 Ravitej Khalsa 
36 Ellen Butler 

36 Karl Zuercher 
37 Mary Partlow 

37 Ronald Romero 
38 Diane Domenici 

38 Jim Doyle 
39 Ishwari Sollohub 

39 Jon Rubins 
40 Charlotte Rivera 

40 Tim Rivera 
41 Mary Breen 

41 Curtis Brookover 
42 Jodi Smith 

42 Michael Prohaska 
43 Sharon Mcauley 

43 Reed Eckhardt 
44 Ingrid Upton 

44 John Self 
45 Alison Watt 

45 Patrick Finnegan 
46 Ann Ezell 

46 James Karis 
47 

Kat Vigoda 
47 

Marc Davey 
48 Helene  Madonick  

48 Quinn Gallagher 
49 Lynn Pickard 

49 William  Steiner 
50 Stephanie  Ariel 

50 Stephen Rivas 
51 Leah Freedman 

    

52 Sarah Bennett 
    

53 Linda Nelson 
    

54 Jacqueline  Marvin 
    

55 Nancy DeLorenzo 
    

56 Laura Einstein 
    

57 Kim Abeyta-Martinez 
    

58 Molly Sechrest 
    

59 Phyllisha Hamrick 
    

        

Elections are around the corner for the Santa Fe Pickleball Club. WE NEED YOU, and now is the 
time to step up to keep the SFPC running. If you participate in and enjoy the countless offerings of 
the Club, please consider ‘giving back’ and joining the Board.  Participating on the Board is a great 
way to meet other club members, contribute to and help craft the Club’s ongoing mission, and 
help shepherd in Fort Marcy’s court expansion.  The term for each position is two years. Those of 
you interested should send a short paragraph to sfepickleball@gmail.com no later than January 
12th. Please include the position for which you are planning on running, why, and a bit about 
yourself.  Each paragraph will be printed in the January/February newsletter.  Ballots will be sent 
out to all members by Feb 1st.  The annual meeting will be held early March. Members can vote 
via email or in person at the annual meeting. The following positions are available: 
President:  General duties include running board meetings, help with organization of calendar, 
approving expenses over $500, interaction with ambassadors, other clubs, city and county as 
needed, communicating with club committees, and writing a president message in the newsletter.  
Vice President:  Assisting the president and help with decision making, organizing events, 
helping on various committees, generally doing a little bit of everything.  
Secretary:  Keeping up and answering all emails, writing up all board minutes, helping on various 
committees, writing, and mailing thank you notes, and recording all election ballots.  
Treasurer:   Keeping track of all money spent and received (recording deposits from Court 
Reserve and other sources), paying all bills after receiving appropriate documentation, formalizing 
the budget, provide GRT tax exemption forms as needed, profit and loss statements, making sure 
the club abides by all state and federal rules and regulations, preparation of club taxes or if not 
accountant, keep appropriate books to provide information to an accountant. Knowledge of 
Quickbooks is required.  
Members at Large:  5 positions total, 3 positions available in 2024 
7 committees that the various board members at large either lead or take part in.  SFPC members 
volunteer to help with each committee. The board works with those members to make sure the 
various jobs are done.  The board as a whole works together on all these committees. 
Maintenance committee:  Keep courts clean and safe (blowing leaves, shoveling), order, set up 
and maintain equipment to improve facilities like benches, windscreens, etc.  
Playing Opportunties/Events Committee: Organize club events including the club calendar, 
tournaments, clinics, and special events.  
Community Outreach Committee: This committee is in charge of the school programs, 
volunteering at food depot or other non-profits in need of help. 
Communication/Newsletter Committee: The club prints monthly newsletters 10 months of the 
year. The content includes a featured interview of a member, upcoming tournament information, 
upcoming or past events, coaching tips and rules clarifications, and up-to-date general club 
information. This committee is also in charge of the club website.  
Social Committee:  The social committee provides various non- pickleball events for the club 
members. This includes activities such as holiday parties, happy hours, bagels and coffee, 
organizing group outings such as a united soccer game, etc.  
Fundraising Committee:  The club does various activities throughout the year for fundraising for 
others and well as the club.  The SFPC club store falls within this committee.   
 
Minutes to the Board Meetings:  These can be found on our webpage at  
https://santafepickleballclub.com/index.php/board-meeting-minutes/ 
 
Snow Removal: It looks like winter 2023-2024 in Santa Fe may be a snowy one - great for the ski 
hill but this also means the courts will need to be continually shoveled!  If you would like to be part 
of the active SNOW REMOVAL committee, please text Adam Wasserman 703-963-3859 or Nancy 
Germond 512-940-4210.  You will be added to 1 of several snow removal ’teams’ and will be 
contacted when a group is heading to Fort Marcy to assist with snow removal.  Thank you! 

From the Board 

Coach’s Corner 

The basic pickleball strategy of hitting a deep return is understood by the experienced 
pickleball player. Yet, sometimes, often due to inconsistent stroke mechanics, we have all 
executed the short return. All is not lost, if you focus on how the opponents set up to hit their 3rd 
shot, it will help you identify if they intend to hit a drive, drop or lob. A few things to notice: How 
are they balanced? Is their weight predominately on their front or back foot? Is their stance 
open or closed? Where is the paddle positioned to hit the ball?  

A player about to drive the 3rd shot often has a closed stance with their weight on their front 
foot and the paddle is positioned for a big back swing. If you see this stance stay back and 
prepare to defend. In contrast, the player intending to hit a drop shot will exhibit more of an 
open stance, with their weight on the back foot, and the paddle set with a shorter take back. 
Recognizing a drop gives you more time to get ready and balanced up close to the net. The 
player intending to hit a lob will often be set in an open stance, knees bent, with the paddle out 
in front to loft the ball. Anticipating the lob gives you time to decide whether to let it bounce or 
take it out of the air.  So, next time you hit a short return, don’t despair, remember the motto 
“Vision = Decision”. 

Good luck and have fun out there! 

 

By Christine Wantuck  Certified Coach PPR  

Youth Pickleball Program  in Santa Fe Schools       
Fall/Winter Update 

Hit a Short Return — Now What? 

 Sweet Pickles 

AED / First Aid / CPR 

The AED (Automated External Defribrillator) is in place on the fence above the Lost & Found 
box.  For a suspected cardiac event: person down, unresponsive, and not breathing, call 911.  
One person starts CPR while a second person opens the AED box by entering “9111” on the 
cable lock.  Push the silver button on the cable lock, remove the AED and follow the vocal 
instructions until an EMT crew arrives. 

We had an amazing CPR/AED class 9/28 with Dr. Steve Jenison instructing. Nineteen club 
members were certified by the American Heart Association- making our pickleball courts a safer 
place.  

Pickleball Poker Event 

     

In this year’s Poker Event, $1500 was raised 
for the Youth Shelter.  Winners:  Jae Hoon 
Lim won with a straight flush, drawing his 
needed 8th CLUB after his last game. Mary 
Risto came in second with 4 queens. Amy 
Alford won the raffle $285. Fun was had by 
all.  We are looking forward to holding the 
event again next year. 

Tournament Results 

Upcoming Board Elections! 

Team Reach 
TeamReach is a free app that pickleball players can use to communicate with each other without 
exchanging contact info. It works well as a central place for communication and can be between 
individual members or as a note intended for the entire group. You'll find posts on things like 
weather, court conditions, lost & found items, cancellations, upcoming events and tournament 
standings of club members. A recent example on SFPC's TeamReach app included a question 
about play on Thanksgiving Day. If you haven't downloaded the app already, check it out. There is 
a separate code for the various groups: 

SFPC — Santa Fe Pickleball Players — Code 4119 

SF Community College — SFCC Pickleball Group — Code SFCC123 

Los Alamos Pickleball — LA Pickleball — Code 87544 

Romero Park Pickleball — Code romero 

Round Robins — Chile 2 Round Robin Romero Park — Code chilerr2 

Holiday Party 
The holiday party was a lot of fun last year and we are hoping that many of you will attend. Sign 
up on Court Reserve.  Family members are all welcome to join us.  We will do the white elephant 
exchange with a $20 maximum for the gift.   
Where:  Estancia Primera clubhouse: 450 Avenida Primera 
When:  December 17th:  4:30 – 7:30  
We will have a potluck.  Bring the category below to share according to your last name initial.    
Bring your own drinks – alcohol allowed. The club will provide the needed decorations and paper 
goods.  
A - D:   Appetizer 
E - L:   Salad 
M - S:  Main Dish 
T - Z:   Dessert 

Eric Trules 

 Meet the Members 

ERIC TRULES - A still-rebellious, but happily Santa Fe Pickleball Player. 
Nancy Mroz asked me to do this month’s interview due to a busy upcoming travel schedule and 
I said “Sure” - it is always my pleasure to get to know another member of the Santa Fe 
Pickleball Club. We are, indeed, an interesting bunch and this month’s member, Eric Trules, is no 
exception! 

 
Eric has been a professional modern dancer, theater director 
& producer, TEDx speaker, podcaster, actor, solo performer, 
documentary filmmaker, festival producer, 
university theater professor at USC in Los Angeles for 31 
years, poet, storyteller, screenwriter, blogger, Fulbright 
Scholar, and a professional clown who ran for Mayor of New 
York City as clown Gino Cumeezi. (Who “finished 5th out of 4 
candidates” Haha!) WOW! 
 
Here is some additional information that I gleaned from Eric: 
Eric started playing pickleball when he moved to Santa Fe in 
September 2022. Up to that point, he was a lifelong tennis 
player (and I quote) “I looked contemptuously down 

on pickleball, not really knowing the first thing about it.” He has learned that the skills needed for 
pickleball are actually quite different than the skills needed for tennis. It has taken him months to 
learn the rules, the court positioning, the strategies, and the new knowledge to become a decent 
player who, according to Eric, still needs to learn “the darn drop-shot”! Now, that sounds very 
familiar! He now plays 5-6 times a week, usually at Fort Marcy and at the Chavez Center when it 
gets cold. 
 
Eric’s family includes his wife, Surya, from Sumatra Indonesia, and their 16-year-old adopted son, 
Exsel. He met his wife by complete accident and synchronicity (unless you believe in fate) in Bali, 
“the Island of the Gods” in 2000, and Exsel, also from Sumatra, joined the family in Los Angeles 
in 2015. 
 
Originally from New York City, Eric also lived in Chicago for seven years when he was a modern 
dancer, and he moved here to Santa Fe from Los Angeles after living there for 40 years. Being a 
dyed-in-the-wool non-conformist-artist his whole life who never believed in marriage, materialism, 
money, parenthood, or any of the things his fellow counter culturists “rejected” in the 60s and 70s, 
his tune has now changed!! He loves Santa Fe - the geography, the seasons, the art and culture, 
the restaurants, the adobe architecture, the people, the hot springs, the day trips, the jazz, and of 
course, the pickleball. 
   
Eric is a big traveler and has visited over 80 countries. You could say that he’s “big city boy” at 
heart, but he’s loved visiting small villages and farms in Europe and off-the-beaten-path third-
world towns in Southeast Asia as well. He just loves to travel and to keep learning. He has a 
travel website and a travel podcast both named “e-travels with e. trules”. 
 
Currently, the book  “Demon Copperhead” by Barbara Kingsolver, last year’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winner, is on his nightstand. He has listened to many of the Pulitzer Prize-fiction 
winners on audio for the last several years. His favorite books are “The Alexandria 
Quartet” by Lawrence Durrell. He has read them multiple times.  He says about them, “beautiful 
language, sexy, complicated, mysterious, human, and soulful”. 
 
Want to learn more about Eric? Here are two links to more information (and I warn you, 
this is quite the rabbit hole :) 
 
Trules’ homepage: https://erictrules.com 
Trules’ Santa Fe Substack: https://trules.substack.com 
 
Be sure to say “hi” to Eric the next time you are on the court together, and remember to drill that 
drop shot together. 

By Nancy Germond 

Nationals were held in Dallas, Texas Nov 5-12.  Six members of the Santa Fe Club played (Owen 
Perillo, Frank McDonald, Cindy Lawton, Julie Bugg, Linda Shafer, and Nancy Lesicka).  
Additionally, Becky Wells was there cheering us on;  a great fan and supporter.  There was plenty 
of action and hard competition.  We are honored to have one medalist, Nancy Lesicka 3.0 Bronze 
70 +.  
 

Julie  /  Cindy 

Linda (on right) 

Nancy (on 
right) 

Anna Leigh Waters 

There has been a lot of dinking, volleying, laughing and learning going on this Fall in Santa Fe 
Elementary Schools...and now even a middle school is joining in the fun!  But volunteers we 
need you! Help us teach pickleball to our youth in Santa Fe…and it is really fun! You can sign up 
for these sessions on Court Reserve.  See the times and dates for each school below.  Sign up on 
the Wait List even if slots are full as schedules change!  Thank you all for your generosity and 
support of the Youth/Schools program!! 
 
Cesar Chavez Elementary School Pickleball Club with Ron Romero at its helm has continued to 
meet after school every week when the school term is in session.  With the mild weather, the club 
has been able to play outdoors on newly lined pickleball courts.  Students are playing on up to four 
courts.  Volunteers will work with 3rd-6th graders every Tuesday that school is in session until the 
end of the school year: Nov 28, Dec 5, 12, January 9, 16, 23, 30, Feb 6, 13, 20, 27 and so on 
every Tuesday that school is in session through May 21.  Time is always 3:30-4:30 pm.  
  
Our SFPC volunteers have taught over 200 students at Pinon Elementary School during two 
different weeklong programs.  Pinon Students can now check out pickleballs and paddles at 
recess to play on their newly lined courts, which are located close to the entrance to the school 
and right outside the principal’s office window.  Coach Rich Rosen is pleased that the students are 
taking to the sport so quickly. 
  
Currently, volunteers are working with 5th graders at Sweeney Elementary and Coach Patrick 
Sena in the school’s gym where three courts are set up and approximately 20-24 students are 
learning to play games.  This program was slated for five weeks.  There are two days remining: 
December 7th and ending December 14th for the Holiday break. Times are 3:45 to 5:00 pm. 
  
On Monday through Thursday January 8, 9, 10 and 11, SFPC volunteers will be introducing the 
sport to students at Turquoise Trail Elementary School under the direction of Coach Shawn 
Bliss from 8:15-11:30.   
  
The Santa Fe School of Art and Sciences seventh and eighth graders, under the direction of 
Coach Jose Smith, are currently meeting Fridays: Dec 1, 8, Jan 5, 12, 19, 26, Feb 9, 16, 23, Mar 
1, 8 from 2:15 to 3:15 at Genoveva Chavez Center. Four volunteers are needed each week. 
  
From New Mexico Arizona Pickleball Association, we have applied for and received one $500 
grant for Pinon Elementary for equipment.  Applications for $500 for Sweeney Elementary and 
Turquoise Trail Elementary have been approved by NMAPA.   


